“Perverted Persons” in the Temple
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Israelites: “There shall be no about the reforms of Josiah, whom it says:
[ritual] harlot of the daughters of Is- “...tore down the [ritual] booths of the per-

rael, or a perverted one of the sons of Israel.” verted persons(gedeshim) that [were] in the
(NKJV). The word translated “perverted onefiouse of the LORD...” (Il Kings 23:7). As
in this text is the Hebrew worgedesh (?277;?) difficult as it is to even consider, God’s chosen
meaning “temple-prostitute (man)” (BDB, ppeople had come to the point that they commit-
873). The old King James and American Stated homosexual acts with male prostitutes in the
dard versions translated this term “sodomite” bgemple itself and imagined that it was righteous!
cause of the fact thajdeshim (in the plural) In August of 2003, the Episcopal Church de-
were usually ones “practicing sodomy and progemination appointed their first openly practic-
titution in religious rituals” (footnote froming homosexual as a bishop. The Episcopal
NKJV). church, long ago abandoned any pretense of fol-

In much of the ancient world homosexudbwing and respecting Biblical authority. In their
temple prostitution was quite common. Most irkachings and practice they in no way resemble
ancient Canaan saw it as something good. Whte Lord’s church that is described in the New
God revealed the prohibition above to Moses lfestament. Even so, they continue to appeal to
was condemning something that the world @he name of Jesus and call themselves “Chris-
Moses’ day would have seen as an act of reflans.” As | heard an Episcopalian bishop, who
gious piety. Ironically, this very word comestood in front of a building called “St. Paul’s
from the rootqdsh (?Z?‘fP) which means “sepa-Church,? defend this appointment by saying it
rated, or holy” (BDB, p. 871). Such a persois only people’s “interpretation” that the Bible
was (as their world saw it) a “sacred persospndemns homosexuality, | was reminded of the
temple prostitute” (Koehler & Baumgartneisraelites. Our world may not yet have come to
1958 ed. p. 826). Itis God who told the Israethe point that the Israelites did, but with events
ites that this was instead, an abomination (ss&gch as this occurring and “religious” leaders
Deuteronomy 23:18). twisting and ignoring Scripture to defend it, |

In spite of this prohibition, the Israelites on aonder, how long will it be before our world
number of occasions allowed this very practigies come to that point?
to occur. When Rehoboam, Solomon’s son,
reigned the Bible tells usAnd there were also *“Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from
perverted personggedeshim) in the land. They izniqUity-” - Il Timothy 2:19. _ _ _
did according to all the abominations of the Csﬁﬁshsi;ﬁzcehggl%‘;”Irﬁmfhixg'_t{l' Romans 1:26,27; |
nations which the LORD had cast out before o S
the children of Israel.” (I Kings 14:24). In fact,
the Israelites even corrupted their own religious Ancient Road Publications™
practices to allow this practice in their false wor- http://kmpope.home.att.net

D euteronomy 23:17 commanded thehip. This is evident from what the Bible tells us




